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 Please accept this invitation to the 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Wednesday 18th May 2021 at 7.00pm  

(food will be available from 6.00 pm until the start of the meeting) 

at BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir,  
1 Weaver Street, Burley, Leeds LS4 2AU 

and also on Zoom 

Note that this is NOT the Hindu Mandir in Alexandra Road 
that we have visited in the past. 
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Joining by Zoom 
 

The easiest way is to click on the link on our website 
https://www.concord-leeds.org.uk/ 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83957017904?
pwd=UmVkb1FnYm14dStBbldRTldGNis0QT09 
 
Meeting ID: 839 5701 7904 Passcode: 698630 
 

To join the meeting, well before 7.00 type in the link, or, more easily, click 
on the AGM link there. If you are asked for a passcode, note that it not your 
password that is required but the code above, i.e.  178470 
If you don’t have a computer you can join the meeting by telephone, but 

your phone supplier’s normal charges will apply. Ring one of the following 

numbers and give the meeting ID and passcode as shown above. 

0203 481 5240 | 0203 901 7895 | 0131 460 1196 | 0203 051 2874 | 0203 481 5237 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

If you have not used Zoom before, you can download it from the in-
ternet by going to https://zoom.us/download and choosing the ver-
sion suited to your device: 

 Zoom Client for Meetings for a desktop or laptop 

 Zoom Mobile Apps for a smartphone 

 or Zoom Client Plugin for Sharing iPhone/iPad  

Zoom is free to install and free to use. 

If you need help to install and use, try googling ‘how to use zoom’, 
which will show several guides. 

Once it’s installed, you can adjust settings and test that it is working 
by clicking the settings icon, which is a cog wheel shaped image in the 
top right hand corner of the screen. 



3 

Concord (Leeds Interfaith Fellowship) 

AGM Agenda  
Chair: John S. Summerwill 

 
 1. Welcome & Apologies 
 2. Shared silence 
 3. (a)  Minutes of previous AGM, 5th May 2021 
 (b)  Matters Arising 
 4. Chair’s Report 
 5. Treasurer’s Report 
 6.   Namaste Fund Report 
 7. Women’s Group Report 
 8. Elections and Appointments  
 9.    Any Other Business 
 
After the business meeting, there will be a talk about and tour 
of the mandir. 
 

ITEM 3:   (a) Minutes of AGM 5th May 2021 

Concord Annual General Meeting  

Wednesday 5th May 2021 by Zoom 
 
1] Welcome and Apologies 
Present: Jay Anderson, John Summerwill, Stephen Tucker, David 
Randolph-Horn, Cynthia Dickinson, Hillary Curwen, Hannah Bloom, 
David Goodman, Gurmukh Singh Deagon, Adam Aslam, Primrose 
Agbamu, Dave C, Sandra Cleaver, Norah Gibson, Paul & Anne-Marie 
Granger, John & Catherine Margham, Helen Michael, John Moreton, 
Una Parker, Alastair Ross, Hema Yadav.   
Apologies: Bob Shaw; Sue Owen, Fiona Murray, John Nottingham. 
 
2] Shared Silence 
Remembering members Kath Harwood and Peter Dale who died in 
the past year. 
 



4 

3] Minutes of previous AGM July 6th 2020 
Accepted as correct. Proposed Jay Anderson, seconded David 
Randolph-Horn. 
Matters Arising: none. 
4] Co-Chairs’ Report circulated in advance. 
John Summerwill reminded us that although it might be possible for 
physical meetings to take place in June, Concord is not considering 
face-to-face events before autumn; the programme to October has 
already been circulated. Executive committee meetings are likely to 
continue on Zoom in the foreseeable future, being easier for 
members to attend without the need to travel. This could exclude 
those without internet access, but even now e-mail has become 
essential as a means of communication.  
Committee members were thanked for their support and work at 
putting the programme together, we have enjoyed a very good 
selection of meetings. 
The Namaste Project hasn’t been possible as a result of Covid, 
hopefully things will change soon. 
Concord still contributes to the life of the city and will continue to do 
so. 
David Randoloph-Horn commented that the quality of meetings has 
been superb, they haven’t suffered because of Covid. 
 
5] Treasurer’s Report - circulated in advance.  
Stephen Tucker reported that our income, made up of subscriptions 
and general donations, is higher than last year’s. There have also 
been extra donations to the Namaste Project. 
Expenditure has been lower as we have paused insurance cover; the 
main costs relate to printing and posting of the newsletter and gift-
cards to speakers. 
Concord has £9,253 in reserve. 
A vote of thanks was given to Stephen for excellent work at keeping 
our accounts, and to his colleague, Claire Howarth, for her 
independent examination of them. 
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6] Women Peace-ing Together 
There have been no meetings as a result of Covid. Hannah Bloom will 
contact the ladies again to see if they can get together.   
 
7] Elections and Appointments 

Principal officers: Co-Chairs: John Summerwill and David Randolph-
Horn; Treasurer:  Stephen Tucker; Minutes Secretary: Cynthia 
Dickinson and Membership Secretary John Summerwill are standing 
for re-election. 

Election en bloc proposed Jay Anderson, seconded John Moreton.  

Carried unanimously. 

Executive Committee: three members have stepped down, Hannah 
Bloom, Hilary Curwen and John Nottingham. Thanks were expressed 
for their contributions. 

Helen Michael has been nominated as a Jewish representative. 

David Midgley has offered to be a Buddhist representative. 

Hema Yadav volunteered to be a Hindu representative. 

Catherine Margham volunteered to be a Quaker representative. 

Election en bloc proposed by Stephen Tucker, seconded by Alastair 
Ross. 

Carried unanimously. 

 

8] Any Other business 

John Summerwill had had an e-mail from Revd Lindsay Pearson of St 
Mary’s Beeston, to ask if Concord could agree on a list of religious 
festival dates that would be appropriate for lighting up the Civic Hall. 
After some discussion it was agreed that it was a good idea but we 
would need to work with Leeds Faiths Forum and consult with faith 
communities then come up with a list of suitable festivals and 
colours for consideration. It was suggested that the big screen in 
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Millennium Square might be used to explain what the colours 
represented. 

Jay Anderson mentioned that Leeds City Council was planning to fly 
an official interfaith flag for Interfaith Week.   

Adam Aslam gave a brief report of work he was doing with young 
people and invited everyone to a zoom interfaith iftaar in Leeds 
tomorrow. 
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 Concord (Leeds Interfaith Fellowship) 

ITEM 4: Chair’s Report to 2022 AGM 

We have still not returned to the normality that prevailed before the 
pandemic: perhaps we never shall. Yet the work of Concord has gone 
on remarkably well despite the challenges of Covid. We have at long 
last had in-person meetings, and this AGM is not our first hybrid (both 
in-person and online) meeting. There will be more. 

The Executive Committee has continued to meet on Zoom to plan 
events and will go on doing so because it makes more efficient use of 
people’s time. 

Thanks 
We are grateful for the help and cooperation of many people who 
contribute to the ongoing work of Concord. The members of the 
Executive have organised events, secured speakers, and brought 
together people from their various faith communities to share in the 
Peace Service. In particular we thank Stephen Tucker, who serves us 
admirably as Treasurer, and Cynthia Dickinson, our highly efficient 
Minutes Secretary, who also publicises our meetings by email so 
effectively. We value the work of Claire Howarth of Novis & Co., 
auditor of our accounts. We are grateful too to those of our Executive 
who have represented us at Leeds Faiths Forum and in other places. 
We thank especially Jay Anderson, who has done a great job as ‘fixer’, 
‘bouncer’ and host for all our online meetings. We have welcomed 
new members to the Executive: Helen Michael (Jewish), David 
Midgley (Buddhist), Hema Yadav (Hindu) and Catherine Margham 
(Quaker), all of whom have already made significantly helpful 
contributions.  

We held the Annual Peace Service as a Zoom event for the second 
time, and we were pleased that it went off successfully. We 
appreciate very much the contribution to it of the Lord Mayor and the 
Lady Mayoress, the Children’s Mayor, Sue Owen (keeper of the Peace 
Flame), the young people of Breaking Down Ambassadors and the 
Buddhists chanters, as well as the readers and candle-lighters from 
the various traditions. 
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And, of course, we do not forget the subscriptions and donations 
generously given by members and supporters of Concord. Without 
your contributions, both financial and in personal attendance, we 
could not continue. So thank you all. 

 
Concord in the Community 

Members of the Executive have represented Concord in Leeds Faiths 
Forum, the  Leeds City Council Faith & Beliefs Hub, Peacelink, and the 
Inter Faith Network. 

We are particularly pleased to have been involved with Leeds Faiths 
Forum in advising the Lord Mayor’s Office on the lighting up of public 
buildings in Leeds for religious festivals. The list of festivals we 
provided has been accepted, and it includes about three festivals for 
each of the nine faiths represented in Concord. This project is 
ongoing as we are working on ways of publicising the significance of 
the lighting and the festivals concerned. It is our aim ultimately to 
have brief explanatory videos displayed on the Big Screen in 
Millenium Square and links to a section of our website where 
detailed information about festivals will be found. It is also ongoing in 
the sense that a new list will be needed every year as festival dates 
change. 

 

Programme of Events 

For the second time the Peace Service in October was done on Zoom, 
and a recording has been available on our website.  Our plan for this 
year is to return to Banqueting Room at the Civic Hall, which has 
been booked for Wednesday 19th October. 

We have run an interesting range and variety of public meetings 
since the last AGM, some on Zoom, some in person, and one on 
both. 

In June David Fligg, Jay Anderson and David Goodman gave us an 
interesting session on Attitudes towards Sexuality in Judaism, 
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Paganism and Brahma Kumaris. In July Adeem Younis, founder of the 
Muslim charity the Penny Appeal, spoke to us about the work of his 
organisation. In September Adam Aslam and Sheikh Jaffer Ladak gave 
a presentation on Muslim Holy Places. Interfaith Week was 
celebrated by two in-person events: a first-rate talk on 12th 

century Monks in Leeds: A spirituality for today? given by the Rt Hon 
John Battle at Kirkstall Abbey, and then, also at the Abbey, a share in 
the Light for Leeds Festival. The January session on Attitudes towards 
Wealth in Christianity and Hinduism was marred by a mix-up whereby 
the Hindu speaker was not invited, so the session, led by John 
Summerwill, was on Christianity alone. February brought a Muslim-led 
celebrating of Leeds’ South Asian Heritage; March brought a richly 
illustrated session on Buddhist Holy Places, led David Midgley with a live 
audience at the Jamyang Buddhist Centre and streamed on Zoom. At 
the time of writing, the Interfaith Iftaar commemorating those who had 
died from Covid, is about to be held as a civic event with a procession 
from Millenium Square to Mill Hill Chapel. 

We expect to be continuing to hold meetings by Zoom for many 
months to come. The Executive would welcome ideas from members 
about other events and topics that we might include in future 
programmes. 

Concord Namaste 

It is good to be able to report that at long last we have spent some of 
the Namaste Fund to support an interfaith event for young people. 
The lockdown of schools for many months, and the ban on indoor 
gatherings, made youth events impossible to organise except online 
for much of last year. In October, though, Adam Aslam and others 
took a party of youngsters out for a day’s canal sailing in David 
Randolph-Horn’s narrowboat. The reports can still be found on our 
website.  

Farewells 

We have regrettably had to bid farewell to Primrose Agbamu, one of 
our longest-serving members, who has moved to West Kirby to be 
nearer her family. She and her late husband have been most faithful 
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and valued members of Concord for ever so long, and Primrose was 
one of the contributors to our 40th Anniversary book: A Leeds 
Interfaith Story 1946-2016. She was a  most regular attender of Peace 
Services, Walks of Friendship and talks. We thank her so much for all 
she has done for and contributed to Concord and to interfaith 
dialogue in Leeds. We hope she will be happy in West Kirby and find 
good fellowship there. 

We were sorry to hear on 19th April that Dr Iby Knill had died at the 
age of 98. Iby was a survivor of the Auschwitz Concentration Camp, a 
woman who led a most remarkable life, which she described in 
several books written in recent years. She inspired us enormously 
when she spoke to us a few years ago at the Holocaust Exhibition in 
Huddersfield. Her passing is a great loss to Concord. 

We have also said goodbye to my Co-Chair, the Revd Dr David 
Randolph-Horn, who, I am glad to say, is still very much alive. He has 
moved to Birmingham to live nearer his son. He made a massive 
contribution to Concord, to our Namaste youth projects, and to 
interfaith work more widely in Leeds. I am grateful for what he 
achieved and gave to us. 

Concord’s Role 

The dialogue to which Concord is committed remains an essential 
contribution to peace and mutual understanding in world where 
division and conflict is so much easier to achieve than respect, 
harmony and co-operation.  We are working to help Concord to 
thrive and play its part with others in promoting peace and goodwill. 
Please help us in every way you can. 

With best wishes, 

John S. Summerwill 
Chair of Concord  
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ITEM 5: Treasurer’s Report 

CONCORD 

TREASURER’S REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST 
MARCH 2022 

Income 

As shown by the general fund the main recurring source of income 
is from subscriptions and general donations. 

The overall total for subscriptions and general donations was £902, 
compared to £984 last year. 

Expenditure 

As with previous years the main recurring outgoing relates to the 
newsletter and associated stationery and distribution costs. These 
allow members to access information about Concord’s activities 
and events. Due to Covid-19, lockdowns and social distancing 
measures, Concord’s events have been online and this has resulted 
in fewer overall expenses being incurred. 

Review 

Concord has recorded a surplus amounting to £169, last year we 
reported a surplus of £497. 

Concord continues to have adequate reserves and had an overall 
balance of £9,422 held with the CAF Bank as at 31st March, 2022. 

Stephen R Tucker FCCA ACA BFP 

Treasurer 

14th April 2022 
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ITEM 6: Namaste Fund Report 
 
This year the Namaste Fund has struggled to receive applications as 
many youth organisations and schools have been restricted with 
external visits , trips and events due to the pandemic and need to 
safeguard the young people. Additionally  schools have been focusing 
more on the well-being of young people in the post lockdown period . 
However we hope for more applications will begin to come through 
with the new school year now that awareness and publicity is 
beginning to spread more via the work of Adam Aslam and Jay 
Anderson, and interest has been shown by several groups looking to 
put in applications after the summer . 
 
Having said that, this year I am happy to report that one project was 
successful in applying for funding . The Breaking Down Barriers 
project based in Harehills was able to apply for £150 back in October 
in order to organise an away day on a canal boat in Castleford. 
 
A diverse group of 14 young people benefited from the trip and have 
since gone on to organise several events and contribute to four 
community events, three social actions and two additional away 
days , using their team building skills to bring more young people 
together to explore misconceptions and celebrate similarities.  This is 
wonderful to hear as a legacy element from the Concord Namaste 
Fund.  
 
In September to November a subgroup chaired by David Randolph 
Horne met to review feedback from schools and to propose the 
inclusion of youth led activities within the Namaste funds remit 
providing it was judged by the Commitee as falling within the Concord 
values and aims for interfaith and within the budget allotted to travel 
groups . The official wording of this is still to be reviewed .  
 
Adam Aslam  
Namaste Fund Publicity Officer  
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ITEM 7:  Women Peace-ing Together Report  

The group has resumed meetings after a long interruption caused by 

the pandemic. They are forming plans to create an interfaith hanging 

to display at Kirkstall Abbey in the room where the annual interfaith 

week festival takes place.  

Helen Michael 

ITEM 8: Elections and Appointments (see page 16) 

Chair, Co-Chair and/or Vice-Chair(s) 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

Members of the Executive 
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Appointment of Co-Chair or Vice-Chair 

Concord is desperately in need of at least one co-chair or vice-chair to share or assist with 
the leadership of our meetings, representation of Concord in other places, and liaising with 
other organisations. 

A co-chair or vice-chair will need to be a subscribing member of Concord and will be ex 
officio a Trustee of Concord for Charity Commission purposes and a member of the Executive 
Committee. He or she will be expected to attend the committee meetings (by Zoom about 
four times a year) and to support most of Concord’s regular events. 

There is overlap between this role and the work of the general secretary. There is wide room 
for negotiation of the division of responsibilities to allow  each to work to his or her own 
strengths. 

Appointment of General Secretary 

Concord is desperately in need of a general secretary to field enquiries, handle 
correspondence, liaise with other organisations, write reports, assist with the production and 
distribution of circulars, newsletters and other mailings to members and maintain files and 
archives. 

This is a voluntary role for which there is no payment other than reimbursement for 
necessary expenses. It is interesting work because our meetings are very varied and provide 
opportunity to meet many fine people. 

The secretary will need to be or to become a subscribing member of Concord and will be ex 
officio a Trustee of Concord for Charity Commission purposes and a member of the Executive 
Committee. He or she will be expected to attend the committee meetings (by Zoom about 
four times a year) and to support most of Concord’s regular events. 

The secretary needs to be a person with good office skills: e.g. computer literate, with good 
grammar, spelling and punctuation, competent at writing and editing documents, well 
organised and able to use their own initiative. Experience of working in a secretarial role 
would be an advantage, though any intelligent, well-educated person with the necessary 
skills will be considered. 

————————————————————————————————————— 

Like all our appointments, each of these appointments is for one year only but may continue 
with re-election if the appointee wishes. 

If you are interested and think you are suitably qualified, please contact John Summerwill by 
phone or email for an informal discussion. If appropriate, we will invite you to make a formal 
application. 

The appointment is made officially by the Concord AGM, but if it is not agreed by then the 
Executive Committee can make a temporary appointment and sunsequently make a 
recommendation to the next AGM if we are mutually satisfied. 

Contact: Chair of Concord, John Summerwill  chair@concord-leeds.org.uk   
0113 269 789 5. 

mailto:john@summerwill.co.uk

